
When money’s tight, the last thing people think about it having a holiday.  But a successful initiative run by 

a credit union called King George Bootle, or KGB, in Merseyside means its members can have a break – 

without breaking the bank. 

 

Now KGB’s secrets are being shared with a similar credit 

union 135 miles away in Whitehaven, Cumbria, as part 

of the Peer to Peer mentoring programme being 

delivered by Social Enterprise North West and funded 

through Capacitybuilders.  

The social enterprise, located just a few miles from 

Liverpool city centre, took the unusual step of 

purchasing an eight berth, three-bedroom caravan just outside Rhyl in north Wales, which credit union 

members can use at a price they can afford. 

The holiday scheme, which has been running for two 

seasons now, is proving such a hit that the key to its 

success will now be shared with another credit union 

in Cumbria which faces similar social problems. 

 

Heather Purcell, manager at King George Bootle, 

explains: “We’re delighted to be taking part in the 

mentoring programme because the caravan concept is 

a lifeline for our members.  

 

“Just having a week away from home, by the sea, in a 

modern, clean caravan – complete with flat screen TV and all 

the mod cons – is a dream come true for the people we help. 

The feedback we get is amazing.  

 

“To be able to replicate the idea in other parts of the country 

can only be a good thing.” 

 

For more information on the Peer to Peer mentoring  

programme, contact Val Jones, Chief Executive, Social  

Enterprise North West  at val.jones@senw.org.uk  
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