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                    Template letter to MPs

Dear [MP’s name],

I am writing to you from [insert organisation name] in [insert location].  We are a social enterprise that aims to [insert mission and activities eg. improve local health inequity by providing a range of medical services and community activities].  

We would like to ask you to show your support for social enterprises in [insert constituency name] by backing the Public Services (Social Enterprise and Social Value) Bill, which is being debated in parliament on Friday 19th November.  
Social enterprises are businesses driven by a social or environmental purpose. There are 62,000 of them in the UK, contributing over £24bn to the economy, employing approximately 800,000 people
.  Well known examples include The Big Issue, Jamie Oliver's restaurant Fifteen, and the fair-trade company Divine Chocolate. 

Social enterprises also operate in a growing number of public service areas, ranging from health and social care to children’s services and recycling.  Because they take a holistic approach to service delivery, social enterprises frequently provide added value by delivering multiple outcomes above and beyond their service contracts.
To recognise this and get the most from the public purse in the current economic climate, the Public Services Bill proposes that all public bodies should seek to improve local economic, social and environmental well-being by incorporating social value into procurement decisions.  This bill could make a real difference to social enterprises like ours, which are competing for public service contracts.
I have been delighted to see how much support social enterprise has received from the [insert political party name] recently.  [Insert comment from below according to your MP’s party]
Conservative

· David Cameron’s encouragement for social enterprise delivery of public services in order to achieve “innovation, diversity and responsiveness to public need” in a speech on the Big Society this July, was especially encouraging.

Labour

· In the run up to the general election this year, Labour leader Ed Miliband MP commented on twitter that "social enterprises are crucial to securing the [economic] recovery”.

Liberal Democrat

· Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg MP’s comment upon signing the Social Enterprise Charter in March 2010 that “social enterprise is a shining example that good business sense and social responsibility can go hand in hand” was especially encouraging.

To build on this support and ensure that the Public Services (Social Enterprise and Social Value) Bill reaches the next stage of debate in parliament, 100 MPs need to vote for the bill on the 19th November.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and find out more about [insert organisation name], and I do hope you’ll help to support our work by backing the bill.

Yours sincerely,

[insert name]
[insert job title]
[insert organisation name]
[image: image2.jpg]((éocw.

ENTERPRISE
COALITION




To help you to write to your local MP to ask them to support the Public Services (Social Enterprise and Social Value) Bill, we’ve put together a template letter for you to use.





All you need to do is insert details of your own organisation and use the different options to tailor the letter for your local MP, and we’d recommend sending this letter to their Westminster office.











� 2005-2007 data from the Annual Survey of Small Business UK





