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   Template press release

Insert date
For immediate release


[Insert name of your social enterprise] calls on local MP to back new Public Services Bill

A local business which is working to improve local public services for people living in [insert name of local town/area] is calling on [insert name of local MP] to support new legislation being debated for the first time in parliament this month (19 November).

[Insert name of your social enterprise] is one of 62,000 social enterprises in the UK, set apart from normal businesses because they are driven by a social or environmental aim.  What’s more, profits are put back into the business or given directly to the community, rather than going to owners or shareholders.

Many social enterprises work in public services, providing everything from education and social care, to housing and waste management for their communities.  [Insert name of your social enterprise] provides [insert a few brief sentences on your work, services provided and social mission].  Because of their social missions, social enterprises often go beyond their service contracts and deliver extra value for their communities.
Politicians have been quick to recognise the potential of social enterprise at a time of public spending cuts and one newly elected Conservative MP, Chris White, has now tabled legislation to make public sector contracts take account of any additional social value that providers deliver.  If this is passed, social enterprises like [insert name of your social enterprise] may find it easier to win public service contracts, because the full value of the service they provide will be recognised.
During its [insert number of years] years of trading, [insert name of your social enterprise] has benefitted [insert name of local town/area] in a number of ways including:
·  [supported [insert number] people into employment

· introduced [insert number] new services for the local community

· made a cost saving of [insert number] on services

· reduced staff turnover by [insert number] percent

· reclaimed and regenerated local assets for use by the local community (explain which, how and what use it is now put to)
· treated/supported/provided services to [insert number] people]
[Insert name and job title of the spokesperson for your social enterprise] is calling on local MP, [insert name of local MP], to back the bill:

“We are passionate in our belief that social enterprises can significantly improve local services for local people.  That’s why we are calling on [insert name of local MP] to support the proposal by Chris White 
MP.  [He/She] need only look at what we have achieved here in [insert name of local town/area] to see that communities right across the UK stand to benefit from the success of this bill.”

“At this time of public spending cuts people are rightly concerned about the impact on the frontline and fear privatisation by the back door. Social enterprises reinvest profits back into services and the local community and have a good track record of delivering efficiencies without compromising on quality.  We’ve done it here in [insert name of local town/area] and now with the help of this new bill, social enterprises across the UK could soon find it easier to win the chance to do the same in their own communities.”
Ends
Notes to Editors

Please direct all media related enquiries to [insert contact details] at [name of your social enterprise].  [Insert short paragraph about your social enterprise]
The Social Enterprise Coalition is the UK’s national body for social enterprise.  As the voice for the sector, the Coalition provides a platform for showcasing the benefits of social enterprise while supporting and representing the work of its varied members, influencing national policy and promoting best practice. www.socialenterprise.org.uk
The “Public Services (Social Enterprise and Social Value) Bill” is a Private Members Bill tabled by Chris White MP. It is being debated in Parliament on Friday 19 November.
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To help you to use your social enterprise as a case study to demonstrate why MPs and the public should back the social enterprise bill, we’ve put together a template press release for you to use.





IMPORTANT


This press release should only be used as leverage if your MP is NOT planning to attend the debate on the Public Services (Social Enterprise and Social Value) Bill on Friday 19 November. 





You can contact your MP’s office to ask if he/she will be attending.  If he/she is intending to attend, SEC will be sending a press release on their behalf to the media to publicise their support for the bill.











